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nation on earth. To use an unflattering comparison,
they represent the cat and I represent the mouse. Has a
mouse even the sense of non-violence ? Is it not a funda-
mental want with him to strive to offer successful violence
before he can be taught to appreciate the virtue, the gran-
deur, the supremacy, of the law of non-violence—Ahimsa
—in the field of war? May it not be necessary for me, as a
representative of the mouse tribe, to participate in my
principal's desire for wreaking destruction even for the
purpose of teaching him the superiority of non-destruc-
tion ?
Here the analogy of the cat and the mouse ends. The
mouse has no capacity in him to alter his nature. A human
being, however debased or fallen he may be, has in him
the capacity of rising to the greatest height ever attained
by any human being irrespective of race or colour. There-
fore, even whilst I may go with my countrymen a long
way in satisfying their need for preparation for war, I should
do so in the fullest hope of weaning them from war and of
their seeing one day its utter futility. Let it be remembered
that the largest experiment known to history in mass non-
violence is being tried by me even as I seem to be lending
myself for the purpose of war. For want of skill the experi-
ment may fail. But the war-resister in Europe should strain
every nerve to understand and appreciate the phenomenon
going on before him in India of the same man trying the
bold experiment in non-violence whilst hobnobbing with
those who would prepare for war.
It is part of the plan of non-violence that I should
share the feelings of my countrymen if I would ever expect
to bring them to non-violence. The striking fact is that
India including the educated politician is nolens volens driven
to the belief that non-violence alone will free the masses
from the thraldom of centuries. It is true that all have not
followed out the logical consequences of non-violence. Who
can? In spite of my boast that I know the truth of non-vio-
lence and try my best to practise it, I fail often to follow
out the logical conclusions of the doctrine. The working
of nature's processes in the human breast is mysterious and
baffles interpretation.

